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(54) TRANSFER MEANS AND IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a transfer means 
that avoids transfer defect due to too little transfer current 
during transfer bias application and avoids damage to an 
image carrier and image defects such as spots and blanks in an 
image caused by too much transfer current, in a transfer device 
of what is called multiple development/one collective transfer 
system in which developer images formed on the image carrier 
being photoreceptors by multiple development are directly 
transferred via a transfer paper, and also to provide an image 
forming apparatus equipped with this transfer means. 
SOLUTION: The transfer means 9, by applying a transfer 
bias, collectively transfers developer images to a recording 
material from the image carrier 3 in which the developer 
images are formed through the multiple development of latent 
image by sequentially using a plurality of developing devices. 
In this transfer means 9, electric field imparting means 91, 92, 
93, 94 are provided for forming an electric field peak in a 
plurality of places, in the image transfer area Tn in which the 
image carrier 3 and the recording material are physically in 
contact with or in proximity to each other. 
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